A New Monitoring Well for Buckman Well #13

SFBWA, in conjunction with the Tano Road Association, the La Tierra Nueva Homeowners Association, the La Tierra Homeowners Association and the City of Santa Fe has identified the location for the new deep monitoring well for Buckman Well #13.  This new monitoring well is a part of the settlement agreement for the four Buckman supplemental wells #10 - #13.  The new well (along with others already in existence) is intended to give early warning of any impairment to local wells caused by pumping of Buckman well #13.  The new well will be drilled by the city to a depth of 1,200 – 1,500 feet and be equipped with sensors to take hourly measurements of water levels.  Above ground there will be a 4 feet square concrete pad with a manhole cover.

The monitoring well location is in the vicinity of the tennis courts in La Tierra near the intersection of Paseo La Tierra and Estrada Calabasas.  The La Tierra Board of Directors has tentatively approved the installation of the monitoring well at this location.  The City of Santa Fe will work with the La Tierra Board to finalize legal agreements required for the well installation.
A number of existing monitoring wells will also be used as part of the monitoring program for the Buckman supplemental wells.  However, the new deep monitoring well will bring additional benefits to the nearby communities.  Hydrologists have determined that the aquifer is structured in different levels separated by geological layers.  These layers slow the flow of water between one level in the aquifer and another.  The Buckman #13 well is drilled to a depth of 2000 feet and so taps into deep levels in the aquifer.  It is possible for the Buckman well to have a large drawdown on a deep level without the drawdown appearing in shallow levels for some period of time.  Therefore, a monitoring well for Buckman #13 must also penetrate to deep levels in order to provide early detection of excessive drawdown.  That is why the new monitoring well will be drilled to a depth of 1200 – 1500 feet, much deeper than a typical domestic well.  Nearby communities will benefit from knowing as soon as possible if Buckman #13 poses a danger to their local wells.
